June is here and the weather is warming up a bit.  It was the most beautiful spring ever in Charleston in terms of the weather.  And real estate was booming.  More on that later.  SC has opened back up for the moment.  You can dine in at most restaurants with seating socially distanced.  Many have tried to do more with their outdoor spaces.  Martin’s BBQ on James Island has the best outdoor seating of any place in town.  The beaches are also opened back up.  This includes IOP, Sullivans, Kiawah, Folly, Edisto, and Seabrook.  Reservations are pouring in.  
Sports events are still lagging behind and many have had to either cancel or re-schedule.  The Cooper River Bridge Run has been cancelled for 2020. However, NASCAR got the races going again here in Darlington SC.  It was one of the first sporting events to be held since this all began.  While there were no spectators, it was great to have something live to watch on TV.  The Masters Golf Tournament has been moved to November for this year.  US Open Golf at Winged Foot has moved to September 18 and the PGA Championship is scheduled for August 6-9 in San Francisco.  British Open Golf and Wimbledon Tennis have been cancelled for 2020.  However, the French and US Open Tennis Tournaments have been re-scheduled for the fall.  Rafa may still get to win again!!  The Kentucky Derby has been re-scheduled to September 5.  70 of 71 SC high school football coaches think they will play sometime this fall.  Furman has ended their baseball program and East Carolina ended 4 of their sports programs.

Local libraries here in Charleston are due to open up about June 8.  The Citadel has announced it will re-open campus to cadets and grad students in August to begin the fall semester.  County Parks have re-opened and James Island County Park has announced Reggae Nights concert series will resume on June 26.  The 33rd Annual Blessing of the Fleet and Seafood Festival is scheduled for June 28 at Waterfront Park in Mt Pleasant.
As I mentioned earlier, real estate activity in Charleston is booming through all of this craziness.  We’ve seen almost 1500 residential properties go under contract in Charleston over the last 3 weeks.  2 weeks ago, we set an all time record of 497 properties going under contract in one week.  The week before that was 489 and this past week was 494.  Until this happened, 458 in 2018 was the previous all time record for one week.  Through April, 2020 is up 3.8% in transactions over the same time period from the record year of 2019.  Median sales price is up 6.6% to $293k.  People really want to move to Charleston and maybe now more than ever.  Our tri-county area including Dorchester, Berkeley, and Charleston counties has had some of lowest infection rates in the entire state.  SC has a population of just over 5 million people.  So far, SC has had less than 500 deaths.  We’ve only had 29 deaths in the tri-county area as of May 25.  Berkeley and Dorchester counties each have less than 100 confirmed cases per 100k people.
Stay safe out there.

