[bookmark: _GoBack]February is here and winter is making us ready for spring.  Southeastern Wildlife Expo is the big event of the month other than Valentine’s Day. Dock Street Theatre will be performing Sense and Sensibility through Feb 8.  Then they start performing the 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee on Feb 25. The Stingrays are back on the ice on Feb 7,14,15,18,20,21.  Here is your February calendar:

1: Kevin James, N Chas Coliseum
1: Lowcountry Oyster Festival, Boone Hall Plantation
1: Shucked and Sauced, Rose Pavilion at Hampton Park
1: Taste of Gullah Geechee, Sweetgrass Hall
3: Matthew Morrison, Gaillard Center
3: International Piano Series presents Drew Petersen, Sottile Theatre
6: The Movement Visions Tour, Chas Music Hall
6-8: Chicago the Musical, N Chas PAC
5-6: Colour of Music, various locations
7: Charleston Jazz presents Ode to Billie Holliday, Chas Music Hall
7,8,13-16,21,22,28: Mermaids, SC Aquarium
8: 2nd Sunday on King Street
9: Diana Krall, Gaillard Center
12-13: SC Ballet performs A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Chas Music Hall
13-15: Southeastern Wildlife Expo
13: Shenandoah, N Chas PAC
14: Edwin McCain, Chas Music Hall
14: Boykin Bash, Firefly Distillery
15: Chamber Music Mozart and Beethoven, SC Society Hall
15: Family Birding Day, Dill Sanctuary
15: Pickers Hullabaloo Flea Market, Firefly Distillery
17: Keb Mo, Chas Music Hall
17-22: & Juliet(Broadway Musical), N Chas PAC
19: Leftover Salmon, Chas Music Hall
21: Danish Radio Big Band, Gaillard Center
21: Cocktails and Camellias, Middleton Place
21: Sea and Sand Festival, Folly Beach
22: Oyster Roast, Firefly Distillery
22: Drew and Ellie Holcomb, Chas Music Hall
24: STOMP, Gaillard Center
24: Toto, N Chas PAC
25: Pink Martini, Gaillard Center
25: Chris Botti, Chas Music Hall
26: Big Head Todd and the Monsters, Chas Music Hall
26: Dr Neil deGrasse Tyson, Gaillard Center
28: Charleston Southern Soul Festival, N Chas Coliseum
28: The Sixties Show, Chas Music Hall

Charleston real estate sales were about the same in 2025 as 2023 and 2024.  For 2025 we are up 1.4% in transactions versus 2024. Median sales price is still strong with a 2.7% increase versus 2024.  Median sales price for the area is now at $440k. Mortgage rates have moved back under the 6.3% level.  The Fed did cut the rates one more time in early December.  This has all been good news for real estate sales and we have seen a bit better buying activity in recent weeks.  But there is talk that there won’t be any rate cuts in the first half of 2026.

Meanwhile, the Charleston economy is booming.  Breeze Airways is launching nonstop service from Charleston to Cancun.  Flights will operate once weekly on Saturdays.  Introductory fares start at $119 one way.  City of Charleston and Charleston Redevelopment Corp. deliver four new workforce housing units downtown.  The partnership announced 200 additional affordable housing units over the next three years. The project includes $55 million in planned investment and $100,000 city contribution.  Delta Air Lines ordered 30 Boeing 787 Dreamliners with options for 30 more.  Alaska Airlines announced its largest-ever airplane order with Boeing.  The deal includes five South Carolina-built 787 Dreamliners for long-haul routes.  The order covers 105 737-10 jets plus options for 35 more.  The Beach Co. completed The Charles, a luxury waterfront rental project in downtown Charleston.  The development includes 15 townhomes and eight residential flats across three buildings.  Monthly rents range from $9,000 to $23,000, with units up to 3,400 square feet.  A $2M church project has started on James Island.
